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LOVE IS A HUMAN RIGHT: British Council Screens #FiveFilms4Freedom in Washington 

for LGBTQ Rights 
 
On Wednesday, November 1, the British Council presents #FiveFilms4Freedom at New York 
University in Washington DC, starting at 6:00 P.M. A panel discussion and reception for public 
discourse on LGBTQ human rights will follow the screening, with a digital platform for creative 
response participation. Together with two of the filmmakers, Rosie Westhoff and Jonny Ruff, the 
British Council is thrilled to share these thought-provoking films with the public. You can reserve 
your free ticket here. 
 
#FiveFilms4Freedom is the world’s first global digital LGBT short-film program, created in 
collaboration between the British Council and the British Film Institute (BFI).  
 
The short films selected for #FiveFilms4Freedom 2017 include both drama and documentaries 
and tell stories of LGBTQ experiences. They range from the tentative steps of first love, through 
an intimate portrait of an extraordinary family, to an exuberant picture of underground cultural 
expression.  
 
Throughout the month of November, #FiveFilms4Freedom will be screened in four major cities 
throughout the US – Los Angeles, Orlando, Washington DC and New York.  

 

In Washington DC, the panel discussion promises to be particularly interesting. Maurice 
Eckstein, Communities and Volunteer Relations Senior Manager at Human Rights Campaign 
will moderate the post-screening discussion, featuring Lynn Sicade, Director for Multilateral and 
Global Affairs, Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor at U.S. Department of State and 
Amazin LeThi, Founder of the Amazin LeThi Foundation and Global Ambassador for Athlete 
Ally and Vietnam Relief Services. They will be joined by Rosie Westhoff, Director of Crush and 
Jonny Ruff, Director of Heavy Weight. The event is free to the public. You can participate by 
registering here. 
 
In March 2017, audiences in London enjoyed #FiveFilms4Freedom as part of BFI Flare, the 
BFI’s LGBT film festival. At the same time, people from all over the world watched five films 
from the festival for free online. The program built to a single campaign day – Tuesday, 21 
March 2017 – when people everywhere were encouraged to watch and share the films in 
solidarity with LGBT communities in countries where freedom and equal rights are limited.  
 
In 2016, people in 179 countries worldwide watched the films, with 1.57 million views on 
websites and social media. 
 
Filmmaker Jonny Ruff, Director of Heavy Weight, states “It's all thanks to the work the British 
Council does, supporting LGBTQ communities. I'm extremely proud to continue sharing this 
story (along with the others). Most importantly, it will continue to open up conversations that 
need to be had. I was inundated with messages when the campaign was online, many of which 
were people wanting US screenings and now they have them. I hope they get to see it!” 
 

https://www.britishcouncil.us/events/fivefilms4freedom-us-tour-washington-dc
https://www.britishcouncil.org/fivefilms4freedom
https://www.britishcouncil.us/events/fivefilms4freedom-us-tour-washington-dc


  
Rosie Westhoff, Director of Crush, shares “I got the news that Crush was selected for BFI Flare 
while I was in the States in February 2016, so it feels quite special and full circle to be back in 
the States promoting the campaign. I’m really proud to be working with the British Council, who 
is doing great work supporting LGBTQ stories. They, like me, believe that love is a human right.” 
 
In previous years, the selection of the #FiveFilms4Freedom came from various countries around 
the world. This year, for one year only, all five films are UK productions. This is the British 
Council’s way of marking the 50th anniversary of the decriminalization of homosexuality in the 
UK – a landmark moment for human rights.  
 
Notes to editors: 
Communicating #FiveFilms4Freedom 
The full program name is #FiveFilms4Freedom. Please ensure that this name is used with the 
British Council logo or name with hashtag and proper capitalization, not shortened or used as 
an acronym.  
 
British Council USA tour information 
Throughout November 2017 in the United States, the British Council is introducing these digital 
screenings to live audiences in four cities – Los Angeles, Washington DC, New York and 
Orlando.  

 Wednesday, November 1 – Washington, DC 

 Thursday, November 9 – Orlando, FL 

 Monday, November 13 – Los Angeles, CA 

 Thursday, November 16 – New York, NY 
 
#LoveIsGREAT 
All US tour events are supported by Visit Britain and the GREAT campaign, using the hashtag 
#LoveIsGREAT. The GREAT campaign is currently running a sweepstakes to send a couple to 
Britain, which can be promoted alongside our #FiveFilms4Freedom events. More information is 
available here. 
 
About the British Council: 
The British Council is the UK’s international organisation for cultural relations and educational 
opportunities. We create friendly knowledge and understanding between the people of the UK 
and other countries. We do this by making a positive contribution to the UK and the countries 
we work with – changing lives by creating opportunities, building connections and engendering 
trust. 
 
We work with over 100 countries across the world in the fields of arts and culture, English 
language, education and civil society. Each year we reach over 20 million people face-to-face 
and more than 500 million people online, via broadcasts and publications. Founded in 1934, we 
are a UK charity governed by Royal Charter and a UK public body. 
 
About Love is GREAT: 
VisitBritain’s Love is GREAT Britain campaign reinforces the fact that Britain is an all embracing 
choice for LGBT visitors. As part of the campaign, in 2017 the UK government is participating in 
local Pride events in 18 cities around the US, Canada and Mexico to highlight he UK as a 
champion of LGBT equality and a global leader in human rights across policy, business, arts 
and culture, and tourim. Come and discover Britain, where a warm welcome awaits. Enter to win 
a trip for two to Britain at visitbritain.com/loveisgreat. #LoveIsGREAT 

https://www.visitbritain.com/gb/en
http://www.greatbritaincampaign.com/
https://www.visitbritain.com/us/en/campaigns/lgbt#W82lqtGpuPQPGO1p.97

